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A LETTER FROM OUR FOUNDER
It all started in the United Kingdom. While working in a gin distillery there,
I fell in love with the use of botanicals in distilling. Having grown up around
beer in the Netherlands, that got me wondering ‘What would happen if,
rather than distilling with these botanicals, we were to brew with them?’
And so the idea was born.
Lowlander was founded on the belief that a little bit of (Dutch) ingenuity
combined with the power of nature, creates limitless possibilities.
Over the course of the last six years this belief has enabled us to be
successful in brewing with botanicals to broaden the horizons of beer.
During this time, however, I’ve witnessed two things:
• The undeniable decline of nature.
• The unstoppable rise of gin.
But the last thing the world needs is another gin, right? So once again, that got me thinking.
What if we were to produce an exceptionally flavourful gin, in harmony with the planet?
So we set out to make it – based on three key commitments.
1. Its production would emit substantially less atmospheric carbon than a typical gin.
2. For every bottle we sell we would compensate twice as much atmospheric CO2 as we emit.
3. We would actively contribute towards restoring biodiversity.
And we have. Lowlander Gin is a delicious, low-impact gin, which also moves us closer to our
business goal of becoming Nature Positive by 2030.

NATURE POSITIVE BY 2030: WHAT’S THAT?
We Dutch grow up with a particularly healthy respect for nature – probably because much of the land lies below sea
level (The Netherlands literally means ‘the Low Lands’). As our company continues to grow, we as a business – and as
individuals – are driven to take responsibility towards the natural world today and for generations to come.
					



T hat’s why we are formalising our commitment to protecting the
planet. We do this by both reviewing what we take from the planet –
looking at ways to “take less” or tread more lightly, and at the same
time we will try to “give back” as and when we can.

					

We intend to use our business to be a force for good and commit to
create a positive impact which is bigger than the size of our business.
Which is why Lowlander is championing the global goal for nature –
working towards a Nature Positive impact by 2030.

					
					

Frederik Kampman
Chief Botanical Officer
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MEET THE WORLD’S FIRST
NATURE POSITIVE GIN
Blame geography. Or fate. But the truth is, we Dutch have always been particularly ingenious when it
comes to working with the natural world. It’s made our agriculture so successful at doing more with less.
That same ingenuity inspired us to distill a LOW-IMPACT gin that cuts the normal carbon emissions –
for example by sourcing our botanicals from fully automated vertical farms. We also use a pioneering
paperboard bottle that’s just 20% the weight of glass2 – and 100% recyclable too!
As for the emissions we can’t avoid – yet – we offset these via our partner Trees for All.
And there’s more. Not only do we compensate 100% of emissions to become carbon-neutral,
we sequester the same again. This means we compensate twice as much atmospheric CO2 as
we emit, so our gin is effectively CARBON-NEGATIVE.
In addition to carbon offsetting, each bottle contributes to native tree planting – which absorbs
further carbon and SUPPORTS BIODIVERSITY right here in the Lowlands (which is, let’s remember,
the homeland of gin). It’s our way of strengthening our commitment and moving towards a carbonneutral, Nature Positive world where we give back to nature more than we take from it.

LOW-IMPACT

Light weight cardboard bottle
with 6x lower CO2 emissions

Using locally sourced,
circular ingredients.

than glass2.

Sequestering the same again,
to remove 2x what we emit.

AT

CARBON
NEGATIVE
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Compensating 100% of
emissions from gin production
to become neutral.

POSIT

SUPPORTS
BIODIVERSITY

Using organic wheat alcohol.
Donating to Trees for All to
plant biodiversity-enhancing native
woodland.
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LOWLANDER GIN: THE CARBON FOOTPRINT
Everyone has a part to play in combating the climate crisis. Including us. As a business, that has meant
working to quantify the impact of our gin, expressed in kg CO2 equivalents (kg CO2 -eq.). Luckily,
environmental assessment specialists Ecochain were able to help.
Our footprint represents all of the emissions created by us and those in our
supply chain up to the point that Lowlander Gin is purchased from us.
This is known as a ‘cradle-to-gate’ footprint.
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OUR CARBON FOOTPRINT IS
1.28kg CO2 PER BOTTLE.
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Emission breakdown per bottle:

Botanicals
31.79%

Neutral Wheat Alcohol
50.80%

Packaging
10.81%
Water
0.02%

Energy Use Production
0.32 %
Transport Of Ingredients
6.27%
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HOW DID WE ACHIEVE A LOWER
CARBON FOOTPRINT?

ORGANIC WHEAT ALCOHOL
The majority of emissions are in our alcohol base.
For this base we decided to opt for organic, neutral
wheat alcohol because this gives the best flavour,
whilst being better for the planet too. Organic wheat
has a smaller carbon footprint and less negative impact
on nature and biodiversity than regular wheat alcohol.

THE ULTRA LIGHTWEIGHT, PAPERBOARD BOTTLE
Packaging materials have a major impact on carbon
footprints. Conventional spirits are almost always packaged
in heavy glass bottles. These are recyclable, but have a high
environmental impact. The carbon footprint of Lowlander
Gin packaged in a 94% recycled paperboard bottle is 85%
lower than a glass bottle1. What’s more, its water footprint
is also at least four times lower than glass2.
Plus, it can be 100% recycled when the cardboard outer
shell is separated from the polypropylene liner.

6

LOCALLY SOURCED & CIRCULAR INGREDIENTS
We make our gin in The Netherlands – one of the most imaginative and resourceful places on the planet
when it comes to sustainable agriculture. Thanks to ingenious horticulture methods, cultivation is possible
here of exotic botanicals that would otherwise need to be sourced and transported from all over the world.
So we decided to use fresh (not dried) ‘circular’ ingredients, which would otherwise have been discarded, to
give our gin its distinctive taste. That’s right, the fresh flavour of Lowlander Gin comes from waste…

Our lime and cardamom leaves are delicious
cuttings from Koppert Cress’s innovative greenhouse
horticulture, producing plant ingredients for chefs.



The spruce needles, which lend the gin its herbal,
piney flavour, are sourced from the trimmings
of a sustainable Christmas tree farm.

The rosemary comes from the zero-waste,
vertical farms of Growy Amsterdam.

The citrusy lemon note is added from an
extract made of reclaimed lemon peels,
rescued and revived from restaurants and
bars in partnership with PeelPioneers.
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HOW DO WE OFFSET THE CARBON?
We set out to create a gin with the lowest possible footprint, and we’re committed to
reducing carbon emissions with every batch we produce. What we can’t reduce, we
offset. We have partnered with Trees for All, planting trees to enrich farms in the
Bolivian Lowlands. The species are native and resistant to the anticipated impacts of
climate change. By doing this we are contributing to:
• Increased carbon sequestration
• More sustainable land use
• Improving economic conditions for
farmers and their families

Wait – Bolivia? Why not The Netherlands?
That’s a good question. Trees planted close to
the equator grow faster than ones in cooler
climates, and the forest canopy is busy
absorbing carbon 365 days a year, compared
with the 3 months of the year temperate
forests are on the job, meaning they sequester
4 times more carbon3.
						The climate and the biodiversity crisis are
						
inextricably linked: fail to solve one, and we fail on
						
both. That’s why in addition to offsetting emissions,
						
we are also committed to helping retain and restore
						
natural ecosystems, and halt the decline of
						
biodiversity. So through our partnership with Trees
						
for All, we are also supporting them in planting new
						
native trees on former agricultural land in
						Het Groene Woud, Brabant.
						This initiative will enhance the quality of existing
forests and also benefit biodiversity and wildlife
						
including several rare butterfly species, as well as
						
birds and animals like the tree frog, red-backed
						shrike, wildcat, otter and black stork.
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NATURE POSITIVE PRINCIPLES
BEYOND CARBON FOOTPRINT
Sustainability is about more than emissions.
It’s about working with nature, not against it.
ORGANICS & BIODIVERSITY
Organic farming is a more environmentally sustainable
management of the land and natural environment. It uses lower
levels of pesticides and zero artificial fertilisers, and places greater
emphasis on animal welfare. Organic farms are also home to a
greater diversity of plants, insects and birdlife than non-organic ones.
We use organic wheat alcohol because it is less intensive on
the climate – but also because we want to boost biodiversity.
Our intention is, over time, to source as many of our ingredients
as possible from organic suppliers. In the case of our gin, however,
a certified organic option for juniper berries was not available at
the time.
And that was a problem. Because no juniper means no gin.
Over recent decades native habitats for juniper berries here have become degraded, and sadly the
species is now on the Dutch red list. So for this crucial botanical we had no choice but to look further
afield. And since juniper is a wild product that needs to be hand-collected, we had to look for a supplier
with great care and respect for nature. We found them at Runo in Poland.

FAIRWILD STANDARDS
The pioneering Runo team sustainably harvests from
meadows next to the UNESCO World Heritage Site of
Europe’s largest and last primeval forest – the ‘Bialowieza’.
This area is fighting illegal deforestation and overharvesting, but by harvesting to FairWild standards,
the villagers who collect for Runo not only get a better
price for their harvest, but also benefit from support
with best collection practices. This helps preserve the
extraordinary biodiversity of the 7,000-year-old forest,
with its wealth of wild herbs, fungi and mosses –
and also ensures thriving livelihoods for the
people living there.
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WHAT’S NEXT?
We’re proud of our accomplishment of making a sustainable, Nature Positive gin. But we’re not
complacent. There’s still a lot to improve for Lowlander as a whole. Yes, this gin is a significant
milestone, but sustainability is a journey and we are not there just yet.
As a business we’re championing the global goal for nature, working towards a Nature Positive
impact by 2030.
OUR ROADMAP:

1.

We want to measure the carbon footprint of our total business in order
to know our total climate impact so we can make efforts to reduce it.

2.

This will result in a plan targeting a year-on-year reduction for every hectolitre we produce:
• Focusing on responsible packaging design (reducing total packaging weight,
increasing recycled content, sustainably sourced materials).
• Engaging with contract breweries, botanical suppliers, and logistics partners
to set targets for cutting emissions from crop to pack.

3.

In parallel, from January 1st 2022 Lowlander became a proud member of 1% For The Planet
across the full portfolio. This means that with every product we sell we can keep fighting
climate change with initiatives like the Dutch Seagrass Restoration Project, as well as funding
non-profits that protect and restore biodiversity and wildlife populations including the
Pollinators, WWF, Project Orange Elephant (to name a few).

4.

We will continue to minimise our carbon footprint, as measured through ongoing carbon

5.

From here we’ll shift our focus to net-zero emissions, meaning reducing our emissions
as much as we can first, before offsetting what’s left – while giving back to the range of
nature causes close to our heart.

reports. Actions we’ll take will include working closely with suppliers and partners to
promote climate-friendly farming and production practices. As well as working hard to
reduce the impact of our products at the end of their lives– including, for example,
the energy used to cool fridges and draught dispense.

For more detail about our commitment to rebalance our relationship with the natural world in order to
reach our goal of becoming Nature Positive by 2030, visit: www.lowlanderbeer.com/sustainability
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WHAT YOU CAN DO
Just by buying our gin, you are achieving two things. Firstly, you’re getting a
fantastic-tasting gin to enjoy. And secondly, you’re actively helping to care for the planet,
since for each bottle we sell, we give back 1% For The Planet.
So thank you to every Lowlander customer. Together we’re contributing to a
carbon neutral, Nature Positive world where we give back to nature more than we
take – one delicious sip at a time.
We hope you enjoy our gin. And when the bottle is finished,
we ask you to recycle the bottle like this:

2

PRESS HERE
TO SPLIT

1
MAKE SURE IT’S EMPTY
NEVER WASTE GIN

RE-STOCK & REPEAT

5

3

SEPARATE
PAPERBOARD & LINER

HOW TO RECYCLE
4
RECYCLE SEPARATELY
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REFERENCES & FURTHER READING
1 Data taken from Life Cycle Assessment of Lowlander Gin dated 23.12.21. Ecochain
Assessment in agreement with ISO 14040, ISO 14044 and Verpakking PCR v1.1.
2 Data from an independent Life Cycle Analysis by Intertek for the Frugal Bottle specifically.

³ Data from Nasa study found that the total amount of carbon emitted and absorbed
in the tropics was four times larger than in temperate regions and boreal areas.

Our partners for circular ingredients include: Koppert Cress, Adopteer Een Kerstboom,
Growy Amsterdam, PeelPioneers.
Our partner for Juniper berries is Runo who are FairWild certified.
Our partner for carbon sequestration is Trees for All.

